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António Martins da Costa
AmCham  Portugal President            

USA as an important partner for Portugal

It has been more than two centuries since Portugal and 
the United States started a strong bilateral relationship. 
Neighbour nations, separated by the Atlantic Ocean, the 
two countries have maintained a healthy alliance, both in 
security and defence - as founding members of NATO - 
and economically, being the US today, for Portugal, the first 
country of destination of exports and the second country 
of imports, outside the European Union.

It’s also important to keep in mind that Portugal was the first 
neutral country to recognize the USA as an independent 
nation in 1776 and that currently there are approximately 
1.4 million people of Portuguese ancestry living there.

Moreover, on the US perspective, Portugal’s geographical 
position is strategically relevant. Indeed, it is the first 
destination for maritime trading between the Americas 
and Europe, as well as a port-stop for many vessels who 
need to refuel before departing to other regions, like 
Asia, Middle East or Africa. This location has grown in 
geostrategic importance, as Portugal can also be seen 
both as an entry and exit platform for businesses with and 
in the European Union, or with other countries and regions 
with close historical links with Portugal. 

American Investment

The direct American investment stock in Portugal reached 
1,938 million euros in December 2019, representing 1.3% 
of the FDI (Foreign Direct Investment).

On that year, Portugal was ranked the eighth most attractive 
country for foreign investment in the EU, attracting a 
total of 158 foreign investment initiatives, being the US 
responsible for 26 of them.

According to a PWC analysis – included in the Barometer 
of American Companies in Portugal 2020 -, between 2014 
and 2019, there have been a total of 48 American projects 
invested in Portugal, equivalent to 1,176 million dollars 
(4% of the investment in the country).

Those projects, promoted by 39 companies, allowed the 
creation of 6,806 new jobs, most of them for new projects 
(77%) or the expansion of previous ones (23%). The biggest 
share of the investments made by Americans in Portugal 
were directed towards the area of Technology, Software 
and IT, with a long term perspective, as the country has 
successfully been able to become more attractive in the 
areas of innovation and  entrepreneurship, with skilled 
and talented human resources, good infrastructures and 
interesting incentive schemes on investment. 

Presently, there are 963 American firms in Portugal 
(representing approximately 50,000 jobs), where 50% 
have been operating for more than 10 years and 28% for 
more than 20 years, showing the stability of the American 
investment in Portugal.

COVID-19:

In the beginning of 2020, the entire world was caught by 
surprise by two big events: the rise of the new Covid-19 
pandemic and the economic and social crisis that followed. 

Notwithstanding the current negative scenario, we can 
see light at the end of the tunnel: there are justified 
expectations for a recovery already in 2021, especially 
after the announcement of the new vaccines from different 
laboratories. 

Indeed, the various political, social and economic agents 
(governments, international organizations, corporations, 
consumers, lenders, investors) are already starting to adapt 
to the new reality, where two key topics will be at the top of 
the political, economic and corporate agendas:

· Digitalization, that will continue to change the social 
and commercial framework of relationships between 
people (consumers, citizens), corporations and public 
administrations. Issues like Artificial Intelligence, Cloud 
and Quantum Computing or the Internet of Things will play 
a decisive role on that transformation process

· Sustainability, with an increased awareness and pressure on 
topics like climate change, biodiversity, circular economy, 
energy transition, socially responsible investments, 
corporate ethics or transparent and scrutinized governance 
models, under the ESG framework (Environment, Social 
Responsibility, Governance),   

Next year AmCham is celebrating its 70th anniversary, 
with a programme intended to remind the history and the 
role that the Chamber had in keeping the good relations 
between the nations of Portugal and the United States of 
America during the past seven decades.

We are wishing to make this occasion a sign of hope in 
the future and we are looking forward to spend time and 
commemorate along with all our partners, members and 
friends.
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Graça Didier
Secretary General

It is my pleasure to introduce AmCham Year-book which reflects on our 
activities and accomplishments over the past year.

We hosted over 30 events at which we welcome more than 2.500 
participants.

Our efforts this past year took many forms, including sharing knowledge; 
stimulating high-level networking events and enhanced promotion and 
profiling opportunities for our members.

Our members will for certain remember this past year thought two 
of AmCham´s flagship events : AmCham´s Tributes dinner and the 
Thanksgiving dinner.

This could not have been possible without the endless energy, skills and 
commitment of our members.

A big thank you to our speakers and event sponsors for their contribution 
to the events success and for  helping us to feature a fantastic program of 
value-added events, providing members with new opportunities for high-
level relationship building, and knowledge exchange. 

Over the past 69 years we have played a key role in fostering ties between 
Portugal and the U.S. through trade and investment and in making 
connections by providing our members with activities to make these 
connections.  

2021 will be no exception.

We look forward to another year of working together for our shared 
success !

We strive to be an organization focused on our members ‘success and 
our 69 years history means that throughout the years we have established 
ourselves as a reputable and trustworthy organization in the service of our 
members.

AmCham exists because of its Members  and our success depends on 
you.

Thank you for your commitment; for your inputs and all the support you 
give us; for your participation on our events ; for your service to our 
member community.

Without you we could not be able to make all this happen !

I hope you find this yearbook to be relevant and informative resource for 
your business.

Thank you for partnering with Amcham over the past year.

We hope to have you with us in the AmCham´s 70th commemoration year.

2021 will be  an exciting year to 
AmCham as we will celebrate 
our 70th anniversary. We are 
preparing a very special program 
and we are counting on you.
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About us

Established in 1951, the American Chamber of Commerce in 
Portugal (AmCham Portugal) is a non-profit, non-governmental 
business association, representing Portuguese and American 
businesses, dedicated to the promotion of trade, investment 
and economic relations between Portugal and the United 
States. 

AmCham Portugal is committed to building a more competitive 
business climate in Portugal, one that encourages investment 
and stimulates growth.

With almost 70 years of existence and with about 220 members, 
AmCham Portugal is the largest bilateral business association 
between Portugal and the U.S., and a reference organization 
for Portuguese and American companies that wish to position 
themselves in the US and Portuguese markets, respectively.

AmCham supports American companies based in Portugal, 
and Portuguese companies that seek to develop their 
operations in the American market, irrespective of their size 
or sector of activity.

Our mission is to improve business and investment 
opportunities for the US-Portuguese business 
community.
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Main areas
of activity

Advocacy
AmCham remains a key voice of its members.

Representing and defending the interests of our members, we 
advocate for a competitive  business climate in Portugal and we 
promote innovation, entrepreneurship and internationalization. 

Knowledge
We offer our members a platform for mutual learning, sharing 
best practices and exchanging views on issues that impact their 
business.

Networking
In AmCham Portugal our priority is to provide our members with 
access to key businessman, political leaders and experts; access 
to opportunities and a top-level network.

AmCham Committees
Over the past year we set up four Committees to work on the four 
priority areas selected by the Board.

These task groups are member-led groups where volunteers from 
different member companies come together to work on areas of 
common interest.

Our member companies are the lifeblood of everything we do at 
AmCham Portugal.

Sectors we are
actually focusing on: 

· Technology and digitization

· Sustainability

· Education and R&D

· Tourism and health
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Board 2019 – 2021

Board Members

For the relations with: AmCham Team

President

António Martins da Costa
Executive Council Member at EDP            

Universities                                            
Dana Redford

Graça Didier
AmCham Secretary-General      

amchamportugal@mail.telepac.pt

      

Other Chambers and Organizations
 José Araujo

Noémio Correia
Assistant                                        

ncorreia.amcham@mail.telepac.pt

Leslie Rubio
CEO Citi Portugal 

Nicholas Racich
Vice-Chairman and 
COO of Banco BIG

Manuel Maria Correia
CEO DXC Technology 
Portugal.        

Paulo Teixeira
CEO Pfizer

Miguel Almeida
CEO Cisco Portugal                                           

António Redondo
CEO The Navigator 
Company

James Kelly
Executive Council 
Member at FLAD

Domitilia Santos
Executive Director at 
Morgan Stanley

Jose Fernando Gonçalves
President Accenture 
Portugal

Emerico Gonçalves
Distribution Manager at 
AIG Portugal

Lara Campos Tropa
Director of Enterprise 
Cross and Commercial, 
Member of Local Board 
at IBM 

Rafael Patino
Senior Commercial 
Officer at the U.S. 
Embassy Lisbon

Sofia Tenreiro
COO Comercial 
Business at Galp

First Vice President

Pedro Penalva
CEO AON Portugal                          

Vice President

Carlos  Loureiro                    
Chairman Deloitte Portugal       

Vice President-Treasurer

Diogo de Lacerda
Head of Trade Finance Millenniumbcp

Who we are 
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Our member companies are the lifeblood of everything we do at AmCham 
Portugal. 

Our members come in all sizes, operate in all industries and although most are 
American or Portuguese companies, others hail from many other countries.

We aim to build strong relationships with each member, establishing connections 
at different levels of the organizations and nurturing a thriving community of 
professionals who regularly engage with the Chamber and with each other.

Why Join
· Knowledge

· Access

· Networking

· Influence

· Contacts

· Visibility

· Opportunities

Join us ! It´s a good business decision that 
will add value to your organization.

We offer different levels of membership and  the fee for the regular membership 
depends on the number of your employees.

Contact us to find out more about membership. 

Our community
why join



pu
bl

ir
re

po
rt

ag
em

O crescimento demográfico e as alterações climáticas estão a 
impactar os recursos naturais, ameaçando habitats e a conservação 
da biodiversidade. As florestas, enquanto ecossistemas vitais para 
o equilíbrio do planeta e para a vida das pessoas, estão no centro 
das preocupações: como conciliar os valores de conservação e as 
necessidades de matéria-prima para a Humanidade? A resposta 
reside num conceito fundamental: a gestão florestal sustentável.

A gestão florestal sustentável, conjunto de boas práticas silvícolas 
e de planeamento, tem como finalidade a compatibilidade e vitalida-
de dos denominados “serviços de ecossistema”, ou seja, tudo aquilo 
que a floresta oferece, ao nível ambiental, social e económico. A 
conservação da biodiversidade é parte integrante deste tipo de 
gestão, que pressupõe a condução dos povoamentos de forma 
compatível com a proteção dos recursos naturais e a preservação 
do ambiente. 

Ao permitir uma produção intensiva em áreas confinadas e geridas, 
necessárias para sustentar a crescente procura de matérias-primas 
lenhosas, as florestas plantadas desempenham um papel fundamental 
ao reduzirem a pressão sobre as florestas nativas e autóctones. 
Produzir mais madeira em menos área, e em plantações especifica-
mente criadas para o efeito, permite a preservação dos valores 
naturais da floresta, contribuindo para a conservação dos habitats e 
da biodiversidade.

O QUE NOS DÁ A FLORESTA
Ecossistemas terrestres com maior eficácia no sequestro de 
carbono, as florestas ajudam a responder às alterações climáticas, 
mas também protegem os solos e a água, melhoram a qualidade do 
ar, abrigam mais de três quartos da biodiversidade terrestre do 
mundo, e fornecem muitos produtos e serviços que contribuem para 
o desenvolvimento socioeconómico.

POTENCIAL PRODUTIVO 
EM MENOR ÁREA

As florestas plantadas dão resposta às necessidades de matéria-
-prima e de preservação das florestas naturais: apesar de contabili-
zarem apenas 7% da área mundial de floresta, garantem cerca de 
um terço da produção global da madeira utilizada na indústria.

PROTEÇÃO DA BIODIVERSIDADE
A moderna indústria de base florestal desenvolveu estratégias que 
integram a conservação da biodiversidade no modelo de gestão 
florestal, procurando que o planeamento e a execução de atividades 
resultem, no mínimo, na manutenção dos valores naturais existentes 
no património florestal. 

A FLORESTA QUE 
VIABILIZA VALORES 
DE CONSERVAÇÃO

Fontes: FAO. The State of the World’s Forests 2018. Forest pathways to sustainable 
development |WWF. Climate, Nature and our 1,5°C Future. A synthesis of IPCC and IPBES 
reports, dez. 2019 | D’Annunzio et al (2015). Projecting global forest area towards 2030. 
Forest Ecology and Management | Plantations for people, planet and prosperity. 10 years of 
the New Generation Plantations platform 2007-2017.
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Educação
_
Trazer estudantes universitários 
americanos para Portugal e apostar 
no ensino do Português nos EUA.

Relações Transatlânticas
_
Reforçar a voz da comunidade luso-
americana e valorizar o carácter 
geostratégico de Portugal.

Ciência e Tecnologia
_
Apoiar a nova geração de cientistas 
portugueses, facilitando o tercâmbio 
com os EUA.

Arte e Cultura
_
Dar a conhecer a coleção de arte e 
apoiar diferentes manifestações 
artísticas em Portugal.

Uma ponte entre 
Portugal e os Estados 
Unidos da América

Mais informações em:

flad.pt





Move to the cloud with the
people who know how.

We embrace the power of change to create 360° value by 
putting cloud at the core of your business. Our approach puts 

your business needs first, creating industry-specific solutions to 
get you moved to—and benefiting from—the cloud now. 

Let there be change
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Year in review
2019.2020
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US

AmCham Portugal helps Portuguese 
companies succeed in the U.S. market.

We provide information & knowledge.

We help to build valuable relationships 
on both sides of the Atlantic.

We help to find opportunities.

We facilitate best practice-sharing 
discussions.
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Seminar  “U.S. Investment Growth: How to open or expand your business  in the United States” 
at Palácio da Bolsa, Porto. 
Conference + Business lunch with Ambassador George Glass + B2B + networking.
This event was organized in collaboration with the U.S. Embassy.
Sponsors: Morais Law I US Tax I CKR Law I Mystic Cruises I AirFrance-KLM-Delta Airlines I Amorim. 

We were invited to speak at several events about U.S. Market:

“Minho Exportador” at Arcos de 
Valdevez

“Congresso Internacional de Negócios 
Aveiro” 2th edition

“International Week Famalicão 2019” 

US
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Workshop “Come prepared: 4 princípios para entrar e conquistar o Mercado nos EUA”.
Speakers: Cristina Ferreira da Costa e Graça Didier

AmCham Portugal and Portugal-U.S. Chamber of Commerce signed a collaboration protocol that aims 
to promote cooperation between the parties, in the exchange of knowledge that can be of mutual 
benefit to the two organizations and their respective Members, and in particular in the promotion of 
economic and commercial relations between Portugal and the USA.

Seminar “Select USA” in Lisbon. This event bought together expert panels to discuss and share 
practical information for businesses that are interested in setting up a presence in the U.S. marketplace. 
The Seminar was organized in collaboration with the U.S. Embassy.
Main sponsor: Banco Santander. Sponsors: Fox Horan & Camerini I Morais Law I Mont Gomery McCracken

US
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Advocacy

We represent the interests of our 
member companies in the public debate 
on relevant issues.

AmCham Portugal is committed to 
building a more competitive business 
climate in Portugal, one that will 
encourages investment and boost 
growth and the transatlantic relations.
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Roundtable discussion with U.S. Secretary of Energy Mr. Dan Brouillette and CEO´s of Portuguese 
and American companies from the energy sector.

Tech CEO Round Table breakfast with Ambassador George Glass and CEO´s of american tech 
companies to share points of view and action plans with regard to the topic of 5G and CyberSecurity, 
and to address other more general issues that may be relevant.

Lisbon OSAC Country Council Meeting and conference titled “The future of terrorism in Europe”. 
Keynote speakers: Janson Kight, OSAC Executive Director and Bina Sumati, OSAC Regional Analyst 
Europe & Euroasia.

Virtual call with Ambassador George Glass 
and CEO´s of companies representatives from 
different sectors  about impact of Covid19 on 
business.

Advocacy
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Networking
with content

We connect people, businesses and 
politics.

AmCham networking events facilitate 
member engagement and provide an 
opportunity to increase brand awareness 
through event sponsorship.

We play a key role in making connections 
between business leaders and their peers 
and between our member community 
and public officials, policymakers and 
influencers  who can offer insights on 
issues that matter.
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Business lunch with Dr. Pedro Siza Vieira, Ministro da Economia.
Sponsors:  Accenture I AIG I AON I BIG I Manpower

Business lunch with Dr. Nelson 
de Souza, Ministro do 
Planeamento.
Sponsors: Deloitte I Delta Airlines.

Business drink with Ambassador George Glass and CEO´s of american companies.

Debate at breakfast “No 
atual contexto mundial de 
transformação digital dos 
negócios, qual a mudança 
de paradigma para a qual 
os empresários devem estar 
preparados?”.
Speakers: Prof. Richard Vietor, 
Harvard Business Scholl and Prof. 
Sérgio Rebelo, Kellog School of 
Management.
Sponsor: AON.

Networking with content
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Debate at breakfast “2020: 
Perspetivas económicas 
e com impacto para as 
empresas e investidores”. 
Speakers: António Saraiva, CIP; 
Pedro Duarte, Microsoft and 
Jaime Lacerda, Fórum para a 
Competitividade.
Moderator:  Helena Garrido. 
Sponsor: KPMG.

Visit to Setúbal industrial 
complex and Navigator’s 
Viveiros de Espirra

Debate at breakfast “Donald Trump and american politics”. Speakers: Alan Draper, Francisco Seixas 
da Costa and Nuno Rogeiro. Organized in collaboration with Fulbright Portugal.
Sponsors: Boyden I Miranda & Associados

Networking with content
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Knowledge

AmCham is a knowledge exchange 
platform.

AmCham educational program and 
workshops are great opportunities for 
member companies’ employees to access 
high quality and relevant  information and 
training on business related topics, adding 
true value to AmCham members.

Amcham conducts business forums in 
which members engage with national and 
international leading experts within or 
across sectors, in order to share expertise, 
best practices and insights on relevant 
topics.
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Conference “A Talk about Trends and Tradeoffs of 
the 5G Revolution” 
Keynote speaker: Nathan Leamer at Microsoft auditorium 
and in collaboration with the U.S. Embassy. 

Workshop  “O Novo Código 
da Propriedade Industrial” in 
collaboration with Cuatrecasas.

Workshop “Alterações ao 
Código do Trabalho e respetiva 
regulamentação bem como 
ao Código dos Regimes 
Contributivos do Sistema 
Previdencial de Segurança 
Social” in collaboration with BAS, 
Sociedade de Advogados at 
Manpower Group auditorium.

Knowledge
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Workshop “Os dados estão lançados: follow 
up do RGPD“ in collaboration with Macedo 
Vitorino & associados.

Business breakfast with Barclays “Ligando a Europa: Oportunidades para uma Gestão Global de 
Tesouraria mais eficiente”

Workshop “Direitos de autor artigo 17º”.
Speakers: Vasco Stilwell d´Andrade, Morais Leitão; Helena Martins, Google; Nuno Conde, Grupo Impressa; 
Pedro Duarte, Microsoft; Francisco Teixeira, H&K at Morais Leitão auditorium.

Knowledge
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In 2020 with the pandemic situation AmCham Portugal understood that the way to be useful to the Members was to share information on issues 
that impact business and about measures adopted to respond to the pandemic of the new coronavirus (COVID-19) as well as share experiences 
and best practices. Taking advantage of the excellent and diversified know-how of the Members, AmCham counted with their collaboration so that 
together all the Members could be clarified and answered all doubts and thus better prepared for the new challenges.

Webinar “Superar a incerteza com 5G, Cibersegurança e Transformação Digital” organized with 
Accenture. Media Partner ECO. keynote speaker: Jeff Wang Accenture´s global responsible for 5G 
Strategy. Speakers:   António Martins da Costa, President of AmCham ; José Gonçalves, President of 
Accenture Portugal; José Pedro Nascimento, Altice;  Luiz Vaz Henriques, Lusíadas; João Dias, Novo 
Banco and Bruno Martinho, Accenture. Moderator: António Costa, ECO.

Amcham Webcast | Talks with IBM about AI & Automation. 
Keynote Speaker Sam Lightstone, CTO AI Strategy, IBM Fellow and 
Master Inventor, IBM Data and AI. Speakers: António Martins da 
Costa, President of AmCham; José Manuel Paraíso, President of IBM 
Portugal. Roundtable with  Joana Vaz, Scientific Director of Centro de 
Medicina Laboratorial, Germano de Sousa; Luís Melo, Chief Innovation 
Officer, Montepio and Pedro Camacho, Chief Innovation Officer, 
Lusa. Moderator:  Lara Campos Tropa, Diretora Enterprise Cross & 
Commercial, IBM Portugal. .

Webinar “What´s Next: covid-19: o novo mundo do trabalho”. 
Speakers:  António Martins da Costa, President of AmCham; José 
Miguel Leonardo, CEO Randstad Portugal and Pedro Duarte, 
Microsoft  & Legal Affairs Director and AmCham Board Member.

Webcast “Soluções com Impacto: Desafios e Oportunidades 
pós Covid-19” organized with KPMG. Keynote speaker: Álvaro 
Santos Pereira. Speakers:  António Martins da Costa, Presidente of 
AmCham;  Nasser Sattar, KPMG Head of Advisory and  João Sousa, 
KPMG  Leal, Partner de Advisory.

Webinar “Optimizar a Gestão da Liquidez” organized with BFF 
and PwC.  Speakers: Cláudia Rocha, Strategy & Corporate Finance 
Advisory Partner at PwC Portugal; Nuno Francisco BFF Banking 
Group Head for Portugal.

Webinar “What´s Next: Partilha de experiências sobre a situação 
actual e visões para o futuro”. Speakers: António Martins da 
Costa, President of AmCham; Leslie Rubio, CCO Citi Portugal and 
AmCham Board Member and  Pedro Penalva, CEO AON Portugal 
and AmCham First Vice-President.

AmCham - Citi Webcast: Prospects for the US and Global Economies 
Through a Post-Election Crystal Ball
Speakers: António Martins da Costa, President of AmCham Portugal 
I Catherine L. Mann, Global Chief Economist at Citi I Leslie Rubio, 
CCO Citi Portugal I Jorge Braga de Macedo, Economist, Ex Minister 
of Finance and Professor of Universidade Nova SBE I João Moreira 
Rato,  Chairman of Banco CTT  and Visiting Professor of Universidade 
Nova de Lisboa.

AmCham - Pfizer Webcast: Diálogos entre Saúde e Economia a 
propósito da Pandemia
Speakers: António Martins da Costa, Presidente da AmCham 
Portugal I Paulo Teixeira, Director Geral da Pfizer Portugal, I Ricardo 
Mexia, Presidente da Associação Nacional dos Médicos de Saúde 
Pública  I Filipe Froes, Consultor da Direção Geral da Saúde e 
Membro da Task Force para a pandemia a SARS-CoV-2 e 
Coordenador do Gabinete de Crise da Ordem dos Médicos para 
a Covid-19   I Óscar Gaspar, Presidente da Direção da Associação 
Portuguesa de Hospitalização Privada

Webinar: “Desafios laborais no pós “lockdown” organized with 
BAS, Sociedade de Advogados. Speaker:  Alexandra Almeida Mota, 
BAS specialist lawyer in the area of Labor and Social Security.

Webinar´s
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AmCham´s Tributes – 6th edition

AmCham celebrates business excellence by awarding and paying tribute to companies, personalities 
or organizations that have contributed for strengthening economic, investment  and trade relations 
between Portugal and the U.S.

AmCham´s Tributes give a recognition that prestige those who receive it 
and acts as stimulus for others.

The tributes are deliver at our annual Gala dinner and this year the ceremony was chaired by the 
Minister of Economy, Dr. Pedro Siza Vieira and the U.S. Ambassador, Mr. George Glass. 

The winners of the AmCham´s tributes 6ª edition were: Amyris I OutSystems I United Airlines and Dr. 
Rodolfo Lavrador, Chief Delegate of AICEP NY.

The personality distinguishing this year was Dr. Francisco Pinto Balsemão who by using SIC communication 
and messages has been responsible over the last few decades, for bringing the Portuguese community 
in U.S. closer to Portugal.

The dinner took place at the Marriott Hotel and we had a very special participation from the Orchestra 
and Student Choir of the Carlucci American International School of Lisbon. EDP was the main sponsor, 
DXC Technology gold sponsor and AIG silver sponsor.

Highlight
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On the 14th March 2019 more than 200 guests gathered together for an unforgettable dinner 
celebrating friendship and cooperation between Portugal and the U.S.
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Amcham Thanksgiving dinner 

What an evening!

On the 26th of November, at the Marriott Hotel, our Members and our friends from the US Embassy, 
Fulbright and FLAD joined together to celebrate one of the most important American traditions, 
Thanksgiving.

António Martins da Costa welcomed, and in a small conversation with Kristin Kane, Deputy Chief of 
Mission of the US Embassy, they spoke about the meaning of Thanksgiving for the American people 
and Kristin shared her own family experience.

And the element that could not be missing from the party entered the room: the TURKEY…. which was 
carved by António and Elmar Derkitsch from Marriott and Tiago Lima, Coca-Cola. 

Otília Reis welcomed on behalf of Fulbright and some guests shared why they were Thankful for.

Thanksgiving is solidarity, sharing and “giving back”, so this night we supported Refood having the 
immense pleasure of having Hunter Halder with us.

WE THANK our members for the trust they put in us  

The event was organized in collaboration with Fulbright Portugal.

Sponsor: Coca-Cola.
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 “Towards a Green Economy: Business opportunities and Challenges Facing the XXI 
Century” an International Conference

Keynote Speaker: Mr. Juan Verde, advisor on Environmental Issues to US President Obama and Vice 
President Al Gore and President of  “Advanced Leadsership Foundation”.

Build a green future and discover the opportunities and solutions of the 21st century economy.

Speakers: Juan Verde: “We are in the middle of a transition that creates an explosion of business and 
investment opportunities. Follow the Money”.

José Manuel Viegas Consultor freelancer em Mobilidade Sustentável e Mudança Estratégica, 
“sustainability in transport is essentially a change of mentalities”.

Greg Lowe, Global Head of Resilience and Sustainability at AON, “there are new risks with the climate 
change, essentially on urban structures. We need to establish partnerships with technology and the 
support of analytics to find protection solutions”.

Round table with João Paulo Oliveira from Navigator and José de Melo Bandeira from Veolia and 
moderated by João Wengorovius Meneses, BCSD: Portuguese examples of excellence. The talk was 
about the importance of the circular economy and the carbon tax and the impact it will have on the 
economy.

Phil Dominy, EY Director and Energy Specialists in Strategy and Corporate Finance, based in London : 
Tips to reduce costs by buying cheaper with renewable energy. The famous PPAs.

Pancho Campo an inspiring motivational speaker and consulted for multinationals,

governments, corporations and NGOs in more than 20 countries from the US to China

specially in the fields of the orange economy, climate change gives a lesson in motivation and fighting 
stress.

Sofia Tenreiro, AmCham, opened the event and  António Castro, EDP Sustentabilidade e Risco closed 
it.

Main sponsor´s: EDP; AON; EY, Gold sponsor: United Airlines, Institucional partner: BCSD Brand, PR: AddSolutions 
e Media Partner: Jornal Economico and Revista Essencial. 

International Conference
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Networking

30 
2500
Events

Participants
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U.S. in PORTUGAL

In July 2020 AmCham published 14 stories of 14 American companies Members about  some actions 
they developed with the goal of helping Portuguese society, the economy, the education and the culture 
in Portugal in response to Covid-19.

While they worked to maintain business continuity in a safe and responsible manner and protect their 
employees, they also immediately developed actions to support the community in response to this 
global emergency demonstrating a sense of service and community.

Times of crisis are also times of union.

António Martins da Costa, President of AmCham Portugal 
Statement
The health crisis we face today is a challenge without precedents in 
our society. The pandemic represents a serious threat, not only to 
health and wellbeing of the citizens, but also to the global economy.

Many companies suffer from the new reality  countries live in, and 
others with the uncertainty of consequences of this crisis.

But times of crisis are also times of union. In these times we are all 
called to action.

In these times the sense of community prevails and strengthens 
all who daily are at the forefront of the fight against this disease, 
all those who had to deal with it and all those who were affected 
economically by the confinement and the uncertainty of the future.

AmCham Portugal, in addition to the support and information it 
has given to all Members, is now proud to share stories of good 
practices from American companies Members.

While working to maintain business continuity in a way safe and 
responsible and protect their employees, they have also developed 
immediate community support actions in response to this global 
emergency. We stand together aims to share what has been done 
by these companies in Portugal and worldwide.

Ambassador George E. Glass Statement
We stand together - three simple, yet very powerful words that 
capture how all of us feel during a pandemic that continues to 
affect all of us.

I’m proud to see American businesses continue to represent our 
shared values of service and community by redirecting resources 
to combat COVID-19.

The commendable work here showcases the great innovation, 
wonderful resilience, and the strength of our business community.

American companies in Portugal continue to invest in the well-
being of their employees and their neighbours.

This type of work, in our most desperate time, deepens our long 
and enduring bonds of friendship.

And I want to say thank you, from the bottom of my heart, to 
AMCHAM’s leadership and its members for the work they do to 
make positive strides on this road to recovery.

Thank you very much and obrigado AMCHAM. 

George E. Glass, Embaixador 

We invite you to visit our website https://amchamportugal.pt/noticia/13-dias-13-historias-we-stand-together/ and learn the story of: Accenture I 
AON I Biogen I Cisco I Dell Technologies I Deloitte I DXC I Google I IBM I Janseen I Manpower Group I Marriott Hotel I Microsoft I Pfizer
We Stand Together was sponsored by FLAD
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U.S. in PORTUGAL

The “Barometer of U.S. companies in Portugal” is a study conducted in partnership between AmCham and PwC 

which aims to reflect on the relevance of U.S. companies in the Portuguese economy and their financial evolution 

over the past three years.

Economic Impact of American companies
.  about 4.5% of GDP
. 49 thousand employees
. almost 1.000 U.S. companies operating in Portugal
. 4% of the U.S.companies analyzed exceeded 100 million 
euros.
. over 50% have been operatingin Portugal for ten or more 
years, and 28% of the totalfor more than 20 years

U.S. Investments in Portugal
. 48 U.S. investment projects in Portugal, between 2014 
and 2019 , valued at 1.176 billion dollars.
. 6.806 jobs.
. IT sector leads U.S. investment (29.7%) in both number 
and value of projects.
. U.S. was responsible for the largest added value of 
acquisitions conducted in our country, which totaled 962 
million euros
. the same with Private Equity operations, where these 
investments represent an added value of 495 million euros.

Tourism

. In 2019, over 1,2 million U.S. tourists 
visited Portugal accounting for about 
2.7 million overnight stays.

.  annual growth of 23% .

. 2º largest non-EU country in terms of 
visitors, only outranked by Brazil.

. 5ª  largest contributor to tourism 
revenue by country of origin, 
representing 7% of the total.

Exports

. The U.S. is the leading non-EU 
country of destination for Portuguese 
exports and the 5th  global.

.  3.2 billion euros in 2019.

 

Imports

. The U.S. ranks  2th most important 
non- EU country of origin of imports of 
goods to Portugal and the 9th global.

. 11% of the total non-EU imports in 
2019.

The United States as a relevant partner for Portugal

Startups

Over the last 3 years the U.S. have been the largest source 

of venture capital obtained by the Top 25 Portuguese 

startups.

Access to the full Document, Portuguese and English version,  on our website: https://amchamportugal.pt/noticia/barometro-das-empresas-americanas-em-portugal/

AmCham Portugal published the “Barómetro das Empresas Americans em Portugal” in partnership with PwC and with the support of U.S. Embassy, FLAD and AON



aicep Global Parks is the leading Portuguese 
government agency for logistics and industrial 
business parks management. We offer location 
solutions for logistics, energy, industry, IT&T, and 
services companies.

WE ARE EXPERTS IN BUSINESS PARKS 

MANAGEMENT AND SITE SELECTION

Rua de Artilharia Um, 79, 7°
1250-038 Lisboa, Portugal

+ 351 213 827 750

CONTACT US:

www.globalparques.pt Setubal Business Park - BlueBiz

Sines Industrial and Logitics Area – ZILS

Afc_Inst_CCAmericana_200x140.pdf   1   07/07/2020   15:57



The value of cyber security in Digital Transformation 
October 2020

By Nasser Sattar, Head of Advisory, KPMG Portugal

CEOs are showing decisive leadership to transform their organizations to embrace new working models, changing patterns of 
demand and remain resilient in the face of supply chain disruption – reported on the KPMG 2020 CEO Outlook in the midst of 
COVID-19.

As they do, cyber risk has stubbornly remained in the top five threats to corporate growth over 2020, even topping the list of 
concerns for CEOs in several sectors. We have seen cyber-attacks and organized crime be ruthless in exploiting COVID-19 to make 
money through sophisticated ransomware, through highly creative scams exploiting fear uncertainty and doubt over the virus. 

Eighty percent of CEOs we surveyed say that the pandemic has accelerated digital transformation of their firms, in some cases 
putting them years ahead of where they expected to be at present time. While digital transformation has picked up pace, the 
fact that more CEOs feel unprepared about tackling cyber risk is a matter of concern. Digital transformation it’s only safe for 
organizations if it comes along with a robust cyber security program. Both should come hand in hand. 

As the pandemic turns working from home into the new normal, the shift to remote working has exposed the vulnerabilities in 
the organizations’ security infrastructure to cyber attackers. Employees are connecting via home wireless routers, which mostly 
have elementary security. We see that more than 67% of the CEOs surveyed by KPMG said that they are placing more capital 
investment into technology. Cyber security must be an integral part of that investment, not seen as an overhead and costly risk 
reduction measure, but an indispensable component of building the new digital way of being, in order to go to market, build trust 
and capture more market share. A quarter (25%) of CEOs were frank enough to admit that they felt under-prepared to deal with a 
future cyber-attack. 

This time of transformation is also a time of opportunity to re-think processes and to address these issues as firms look to create 
a new working reality, which supports secure, flexible and resilient working. Embed cyber security into your change initiatives and 
consider the investment as a strategic driver, and as an extra security factor that may attract more clients, rather than seeing it as a 
discrete and separate discipline. 

Resilience has become a key theme during COVID-19 and has been tested in so many ways. It is the ability to accelerate recovery 
after a cyber-attack on the operating system we have come to depend on, in this new reality, and to do so, quickly with minimal 
impact on stakeholders. 

The time to perceive cyber security as an integrant part of digital transformation, is now, while ensuring we remain resilient in this 
new reality. This new reality isn’t about going back to the way it was, but instead it’s about going forward and shaping the digital 
future. Cyber security has become a “must have” instead of a “nice to have”!
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AMCHAM
MEMBERS

200+
Member companies

18%

18%

29,5%

34,5%

Micro companies

Small companies

Medium companies

Large companies

THANK YOU TO OUR MEMBER COMPANIES FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT AND COMMITMENT

59%
Portuguese & International companies

41%
US companies



PATRON MEMBERS

AmCham Portugal is grateful to our Patron members for their 
commitment and continued support of our activities

A BIG THANK YOU



CONTACTOS
Câmara de Comércio Americana em Portugal (AmCham Portugal)

Rua D. Estefânia, 155-5º esq
1000-154 Lisboa I Portugal

Tf: 213 572 561
amchamportugal@mail.telepac.pt


